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GENERAL AQR'KFMNNT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE 

Thirteenth Session of the Contracting Par t ies 

Provisional Accession of Switzerland to the 
General Agreement on TarifIs and Trade 

Under the terms of a 'Declaration and of a Resolution, Switzerland wi l l 
accede provis ional ly to the General Agreement and wi l l take par t in the work 
of the Contracting P a r t i e s . 

The accession of Switzerland follows the completion of t a r i f f negot i ­
ations between Switzerland and a number of contracting p a r t i e s . These ne­
got ia t ions opened in May 1958, 

The Declaration i s the instrument of provisional accession. By th is 
Declaration a number of contracting par t i es agree th? t the trade between the 
s ignator ies and Switzerland wi l l be governed by the terms of the General 
Agreement. The Declaration remains open for acceptance, by signature or 
otherwise u n t i l 30 June 1959 (a) by contracting pa r t i e s which have success­
fu l ly carried out negotiations with Switzerland, (b) by contracting par t i es 
which have not conducted or concluded such negotiations bat have agreed with 
the Swiss Government that thei r trade re la t ions should be governed by the 
terms of the Declaration and (c) by the Swiss Government. 

The Declaration becomes effect ive between Switzerland and any contracting 
par ty t h i r t y days af ter i t has been accepted by Switzerland and by that 
contracting party.. 

The Declaration remains in force u n t i l Switzerland accedes to the 
General Agreement, as a f u l l member, under the terms of Article XXXIII or 
u n t i l 31 December 1961, whichever date i s e a r l i e r , unless i t has been agreed 
by the pa r t i e s to the Declaration to extend i t s validity. , 

Under the terms of the Declaration the Swiss Government has reserved i t s 
pos i t ion regarding the provisions of paragraph 6 of Art ic le XV which requires 
tha t any contracting party which i s not a member of the In ternat ional Monetary 
Fund sha l l en ter into a specia l exchange agreement with the Contracting P a r t i e s , 
In th i s connexion the Swiss Government undertakes that i t w i l l ac t in exchange 
matters in accordance with the in ten t of the General Agreement and, in par­
t i c u l a r , undertakes not , by exchange act ion, to f rus t ra te the in t en t of the 
provisions of the General Agreement» 

The Swiss Government has also reserved i t s posi t ion with regard to the 
applicat ion of the provisions of Art icle XI of the General Agreement to the 
extent necessary to permit the Government to apply import r e s t r i c t i ons under 
Certain Federal Laws. Tie Swiss Government wi l l endeavour to apply import 
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r e s t r i c t i o n s under these Laws in accordance with the pr inciples of non­
discr iminat ion. At each annual session of the Contracting P a r t i e s , so long 
as the Declaration remains in force , the Swiss Government wi l l report to the 
Contracting Par t i e s on the import r e s t r i c t i o n s s t i l l being maintained and, 
i f requested by the Contracting P a r t i e s , w i l l enter in to consultation with 
them regarding such measures. 

Under the terms of the Declaration Switzerland undertakes to enter in to 
consultations with the Contracting Par t ies with a view to finding ways and 
means for f u l l accession to the General Agreement, 

The Resolution embodies a Decision of the Contracting Par t i e s to inv i t e 
Switzerland to par t i c ipa te in the i r sessions and in the sessions of subsidiary 
bodies establ ished by them. 

The Decision takes effect when approved by no l e s s than two th i rds of the 
contracting p a r t i e s . I t continues in effect u n t i l Switzerland accedes under 
the provisions of Art ic le XXXIII or u n t i l 31 December 1961, whichever date i s 
e a r l i e r , unless the Contracting Par t ies agree to extend i t to a l a t e r da te . 

The Swiss Schedule of t a r i f f concessions wi l l not be published before 
15 December, 1958. 
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